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Students from Whatley Elementary School in 
Birmingham, Alabama, are participating in the 
Watershed Science After School Program, 
which is sponsored by the Clean Water 
Partnership. A grant from the Cawaco Resource 
Conservation and Development (RC&D) 
Council made it all possible.  The program is a 
science enrichment program that provides 
opportunities to elementary and middle schools 
students who would not have access to the 
traditional Clean Water Partnership activities.  
The program primarily serves elementary boys 
and girls (grades 4-8) who attend high-need 
elementary and middle schools. 
 
The program was developed to counter the 
trend of students who tend to lose interest in 
science during elementary/middle school years.  
A second objective is to raise the awareness of 
the importance of clean water in local 
communities. 

 
Students learn to appreciate the significance of 
water quality in their own communities. 

 
The curriculum for the program is made up of inquiry-based lab and field activities compiled 
from many resources of already developed programs in Alabama, such as—What’s in Your 
Water, The Legacy Water Source Book, Project Aquatic Wild, Project Wet, and The Isaac 
Walton League.  Through the use of LaMotte-Alabama Water Watch field testing equipment, 
the program provides students with experience in water quality assessment and monitoring. 
 
In order to become informed citizens, and, perhaps to pursue careers in science, students 
need to have a sound science background. The Watershed Science After School Program is 
designed to renew and keep alive the joy of inquiry, analysis, and discovery, which are the 
foundation of science and critical skills needed to prepare students for the future. 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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